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THE MESSAGE

President Harrison Defines the
Present Duty of Congress

It is to Complete What It Left Un-

finished

¬

at the last
Session

Go On With the Force Bill and Let
There be no More Jlonkeyin

With the Tarifi System

Civil Ffrrlee Is All Right So Tar ai He
Knows Th Accomplishments of the

Present Administration

Increased Clrcnlmlon Redaction In the
Co t of Collecting the Intermit Rev

nue International Congress The
elate of the Uulon

WAsniNGTON Deo 1 Following is
the full iuxt of Preslilent Harrisonsi-
nessnee
To the Senate and House of Representatives r

The report of the several executive
departments which will he lnid before
cotierees in the usual coursa will exhibit
in detail the operations of the govern-
ment

¬

or the last Haeal year Only the
more Import inn incidents and results
nnd chietly such as may be the founda-
tion

¬

of the reenmmendatioqs I shull sub
rait will be referred to In this message
The vnst anil increasinc bu ino < s of the
government has been transacted by the
several departments nurini the year
with faithfulness energy and success
The revenues have been collected and
disbursed without revealing so far a-

sinjrle ensu of defalcation An ernest
effort has been made to stimulate a sense
of responsibility and public duty hi all
ofllcero and employes of every prnde
and the work done by them has ulmost
wholly escaped uufovorable remarks I
speak of this matter Willi freedom be-
cause

¬

the credit of this cond work is not
mine but is shared by the heads of tev-
erul departments with the preat body of
faithful officers who serve under them
The closest bcrtjs uy of concres isiuvited-
to all the methid of administration aud-
to every Item of expenditure

FUnrIUN AI FAIKS

Work ot the Itpcpnt Internntionnl Confer
encnix ltevlnwed

The friendly relations of our country
with the nations of Europe and of the
East bare been undisturbed while the
ties of cood will aud common Interest
that bind us to the stutes of the Western
hemisphere havo been notably strength-
ened

¬

by the conference held iu this capi-
tul to cousider measures for the general
welfare FurMinnt to the invitation au-

thorized
¬

by concres the representatives
of every independent state ot the Ameri-
can

¬

contiuent and of Ilayti met In ion
ferenee in this capital ih October 1S3U

and continued In session until the 19th of
last April Ihis important convocation
mnrks a most interesting nnd influential
epoch in the history of the Western
hemisphere It is noteworthy that Ura-
zil invited while under au imperial form
of government shared as a republic in
jht>jdelibtTiitlous and results of theion
f rence The recommendations of this
conference were all transmitted to con ¬

gress at the last session
The international marine conference

which sat nt Washington last winter
reached a very grutifying result The
regulations suggested have been brought
to the attention of nil the governments
represented and their Reneral adoption
is onlideutly expected The legislation
of congress at its last session is in con-
formity

¬

with tne propositions of the con-

ference
¬

aud the proclamation therein
provided will be Issued witli the other
powers which hare given notice of their
adherence

The conference of Brussels to devise
means for suppressing the slave trade iu
Africa ntTorded an opportunity for n
new expression of the Interest the Amer-
ican

¬

people feel In the great work
It soon became evident the measure pro-
posed

¬

would tax the resources of the
Congo basin beyoud the reveuuea nruHu

under the general act of Berlin of
Tbo United States not being a-

to the act could not shure in Its
revision but by a separate act the in ¬

dependent state of the Congo was freed
from the restrictions upon a customs
reveuue The demorniiing nnd de-

structive
¬

trnlliu in ardent spirits amoug
the tribes a o claims the earnest atten-
tion

¬

of the conference and the dele-
gates

¬

of the United States were foremost
in udvocaiing a measure for its repres-
sion

¬

An accord was reached the in-

fluence
¬

of which will be very hopeful
aud extend over a wide region As soon
ns the measure shall receive the sauctiou-
of the Netherlands for a time withheld
the general act will be submitted for rat-
ification

¬

by the senate Meanwhile ne-

gotiations
¬

have been opened for a uew-
nnd complete treaty of friendship cora
ruerte and narigation between the
United States and the independent state
of the Congo

BRAZIL
Toward the end ot the past year the

only independent monnrcbial govern-
ment

¬

on the Weetern continent that of
Brazil ceased to exist anil was suc-
ceeded

¬

by a republic Diolnmatlo re-

lations
¬

were at once established with a-

new government but it was not com-
pletely

¬

recognized until an opportunity
had been offered to ascertain that it had
the popular approval and support When
the course of events hnd yielded assur-
ances

¬

ot this fact no time was lost in ex ¬

tending the new government a full and
cordial welcome Into the family of
American commonwealths It is con ¬

fidently beltved that the pood relations
of the two countries will be preserved
and that the future will witness an in-

creased
¬

intimacy of intercourse and an
expansion of their mutual co mmerceC-

EKTRAI AMEHICA
The peace of Central America has

again been disturbed through a revolu-
tionary

¬

change in Salvador which wants
no recognition by other states Hostili-
ties

¬

broke out between Salvador and
Guatemala threatening to involve all
Central America is confliot and undo the

progress which had been made toward a
union of their interests The efforts of
this government were promptly and se-

riously
¬

exercised to compose their dif-

ferences
¬

and through the active efforts
of the representative of the United
States a provisional treaty of peace was
signed August 26 whereby the right of
the Republic of Salvador to choose ls
own rulers was recognized Gen Ezela-
tne chief of the provisional government
has since been confirmed iu the presi-
dency

¬

by the assembly and diplomatic
recognition duly followed

THE KILLING OF GKS BARRUNDIA-

on board the Pucillo mail steamer Acn-
pulco while anchored in transit in the
port of Snn Jose do Guatemala de-

manded
¬

careful inquiry Having failed
in a revolutionary attempt to invade
Guatemala from Mexican territory Gen
Burrundia took pusage at Acanulco for
Panama The consent of the represen-
tatives

¬

of the United States was sought
to effect his seizure first at Champico
where the steamer touched and uftcr-
wurd at San Jose The captain of the
steamer refused to give up bis passenger
without n written order from the United
Slates minister The latter furnished
the desired letter stipulating as the con ¬

dition ot his action that Gen Uarruu-
dius life should be spared unci that he
should be tried only for offenses growing
out of his insurrectionary movements
This letter was produced to tiie captain
of the Acapulco by the military com-

mander
¬

nt San Jose ns his warraM to-

tuke the pa> senger from the sleumer
Gen Barrumlia resisted capture and was
killed It being evident that the minis-
ter

¬

Mr Mizuer hud exceeded the
bouuds of bis authority iu intervening in
compliance with the demands of the
Guatemalan authorities to authorize and
effect iu violation of precedeut the
seizure on a vesel ot the United States
of a pufscnger in transit charged with
political offeiiso In order that he might
boheld for such offenses under what was
described ns martial law I was con-

straint
¬

d to disavow Mr Mizners uct-
aud recall him from his post

THK NICARAGUA CANAL

projectunder the control of our oitizpns-
is making mostuucourngiug progress nil
the preliminary conditions and initial
operations having been accomplished
within the prescribed time

CHILI
During the pnst year negotiations

htive been renewed for the bettlement of
the claims of American citizens ugiuust
the government of Chili principally
glowing out of the late war witn leru
1 lie reports from our minister at Santi-
ago

¬

nitrri nt the expectation ot ou early
aud sutistuctory adjustment

CHINA

Our relations viih China which have
for several ycuis occupied so important n
place iu our diplomatic histurv hure
culled lor careful consideration and
have been the subject of much corre-
spondence

¬

The communications of the
Chinese minister have brouzlit uilo view
the whole subject of our relations with
his c mintry und at the same time this
government through its legation at Pe
kin has sought to arrange various mat-
ters

¬

und complaints touching the inter-
ests

¬

aud protection of our citizens in
China In the pursuance of the concur-
rent

¬

resolutiou of October 1 IdJJ I have
proposedto the governments of Mexico
and Great Britain to consider a conven-
tional

¬

regulation of the passing of Chi
uese luborers across our Southern und
Northern frontiers

On the 22nd day of August last Sir
Edmund Muuson the arbitrator selected
under the treaty of December C 18S3
rendered nn award to the effect that
compeuation was due from the Danish
government to the United States ou ac-

count
¬

of what is commonly known us the
Curios Uutterlleld claim

FRANCK

Our relations with the French republio
continue to be cordial Our representa-
tive

¬

at that court has very diligently
urged the removul of the restrictions Im-

posed
¬

upon our meat products and it is
believed that substantial progress has
been made towards a just settlement

SAMOAN ISLANDS

The Samoau treaty signed last year at
Berlin by the representatives of the
United States Germany and Great Bri-

tain
¬

after due ratification and ex ¬

change has begun to produce salutary
effects The government agreed upon
will soon repluce the disorder of the past
by a stable administration alike just to
the nutires and equitablo to the three
powers most concerned In trade aud in-

tercourse
¬

with the Sumonn Islands The
chief justice has been chosen by the king
of Sweden und Norway on the invitatiou-
of the three powers and will soon be in-

stalled
¬

1 he land commission und the
municipal council are In process of or-

ganization
¬

A ruMonal and evenly dis-

tributed
¬

scheme of taxation both mu-

nicipal
¬

and upon imports Is in opera-
tion

¬

Malietoa is respected as king
GREAT BRITAIN

The new treaty of extradition with
Great Britain afler due ratification
was proclaimed on the 25th of last
March Its beueflclnl working is ulready
apparent The difference between the
two governments touching the fur and
sealquestion in the Behriug sea is not
jet adjusted ns will be seen by the cor-

respondence
¬

which will soon be before
congress Ihe offer to submit the ques-
tion

¬

to arbitration as proposed by bcr-
majestys government has not been
uccepted for the reason that the form of
submission proposed is not thought to be
calculated to result satisfactory to either
party It Is sincerely hoped that before
the opening of another sealing seuson
some tirrangemenis will be offered which
will assure to the United States a prop-
erty

¬

right received from Russia which
vi as not questioned by any nation for
more than eighty years

HAWAII
Preceding the outbreak of the exist-

ing
¬

trouble in the tariff net wrong was
done to tho kingdom of Hawaii which
I am bouud to presume was wholly un-

intentional
¬

Duties were levied on
certain commodities which ore included
in the reciprocity treaty now existing
between the Uuited Stntes and the
kingdom of Hawaii without indicating
the necessary exception in favor of
that kingdom I hope congress will
repair what might otherwise teem to-

be a breach of faith on the part ot
this government

nATTI-
An award in favor of the United

States in the matter ot the claim of-

Mr Van Bokkel against Hnyti was
rendered on the 4th of December 18SS

but owing to the disorder then and af-

terwards
¬

prevailing in Havtl the terms
of the payment were not observed
A new agreement as to tne time ot

payment has been approved and is now
in forco Other justified claims of cit-

izens
¬

of tho United States for redress
of wrong suffered during the late polit-
ical

¬

cantliot in Harti will it is hoped
speedily yield to friendly treatment

ITALY
Propositions for amendment of the

treaty of extradition between the United
States aud Italy are now under consid-
eration

¬

You will be nsked to provide
menus of accepting an invitation of the
Italian government to take part in the
approaching conference to consider the
adoption of u universal prime meridi n
from which to reckon longitude aud
time As this proposal follows In the
track of the reform sought to be at-
tained

¬

by the meridian conference ot
Washington held on the iuvitntion of
this government the United States
should manifest a friendly interest in
the Italian proposal

In this connection I may refer with ap-

proval
¬

to the suggestion of my prede-
cessors

¬

that a standing provision be
made for accepting whenever it is deemed
advisable the frequent invitations of
foreign governments to share in con-

ferences
¬

looking to the advancement of
international reform in regard to science
sanitation commercial laws and uro-
cedue and other mutters affecting the
intercourse und progress of modern com-
munities

¬

PORTUGAL
In the summer uf lssy nn Incident oc-

curred
¬

which for some time threatened
to interrnpt the cordiality of our rela-
tions

¬

with the government of Portugal
Thut government seized the Delautia
railway which was constructed under a
concession grunted to nn Amenc mi citi-
zeu and ut the sumu time annulled the
charter The concessionary vtlio hud
embarked his fortune in the enterprise
having exhausted other means of re-

dress
¬

wus comcelled to iuvoko the pro-
tection

¬

of his government Our repre-
sentations

¬

made coiucidentally with
those of tho British government wlio o
subjects were tiUo largely luteresled-
hnppily resulted iu the recognition by
Portugal of the propriety of submitting
the claim for indemnity growing out of
Its action to urbitiutioii This plan of-

settiemtnt having been agreed upou tho
interested powers reudilv concurred iu
the proposal to submit the case to thu
judgment of throe eminent jurists to be
designated by the president of the SwNs
republic whereupon the joint iuvitution-
of tne governments of the United States
Great Britain and Portugal have selected
persous well qualilled for the task

JAPAN
The revision of our treaty relations

with the empire of Japan has continued
to be Mibject of consideration cud correi-
pondence The questions involved are
both grave and delicate and while it be-

my duty to ee that the interests of the
United Stutes lire not by any chauiresexp-

oBed to undue discrimination 1 sin-

cerely
¬

hope thut such supervisions as will
satisfy the legitimate expectation ot the
Japanese government und miiiiitaiu the
present and long existing frlendl rela-
tions

¬

between Japan aud the United
Stutes will bo effected

Mixtco-
Tha friendship between our country

and Mexico born of cloe neighborhood
and strengthened by many considera-
tions

¬

of intimate intercourse and recipro-
cal

¬

interest bin never been more con-

spicuous
¬

than now nor more hopeful of
increased benefit to both nations The
intercourse of the two countries by rail
alreudy great Is making constant
growth The established lines und those
recently projected add to the Intimacy of
traffic and upen uew channels of access
to fresh areas of demand und supply
The importance of the Mexican railway
system will be further enhanced to a
degree almost impossible to lorecast if-

It should become a link In the projected
iiitercoutiueutnl railway I recom-
mend

¬

that our mission in the City of
Mexico be ruised to the llrstcluss

SPUN
The cordial character of our relations

with Spain warrants the hone Unit by
the continuance of methods of friendly
negotiations much may be accomplished
iu the directum of uu adjustment of
pending questions und of the increase
of our trade The extent of the develop
meuts of our trade with the Island of
Cuba invests the commercial relations of
the Uuited Stntes and Spuin with n-

peculiur importance It is not doubted
that u special arrangement in regard to
commerce bused upou the reciprocity
provision of tho recent tariff act would
be most beneficial for both governments
This subject is now receiving utteutionS-

WKEDEN
The restoration of the remains ot John

Ericsson to Sweden afforded a gratify-
ing

¬

occasion to honor the memory of the
great inventor to whose genius our coun-
try

¬

owes so much and to bear witness to
the unbroken friendship which has ex-

isted
¬

between the laud which bore him
nud our own which claimed him as a
cltlzeu

VENEZUELA
On the 2d of September last the com-

mission
¬

appointed to revise the proceed-
ings

¬

of the commission uuder the claims
convention between the United States
and Venezuela of 18CC brought its labors
to a close within the period fixed for thut
purpose The proceedings of the late
commission were characterized by a
spirit of impartiality nnd a high sense of
justice and nn incident which was for
many years the subject of discussion be-

tween
¬

the two governments has been
disposed of in a manner honorable and
satisfactory to both parties For the
Bettlement of the claim of the Veuezuela
steam transportation company which
was the subject of a joint resolution
adopted at the last session of congress
negotiations are still iu progress and
their early conclusion Is anticipated

The legislation of the past few vears
has evinced on the part of congress a
growing realization of the importance of
the consular service In fostering our
commercial relations abroad aud Iu pro-
tecting

¬

the domestic revenues As the
scope of operation expands increased im-
provement

¬

must be made to keep up the
essential standard of efficiency The
necessity of some adequate measure of
supervision and inspection has been so
often represented that I need only com-
mend

¬

the subject to your attention

TBS DEPARTMENTS

The Host Interesting leniureoof the Secre-
taries

¬

Reports Reviewed
TREASURY

Tbe revenues of the government from
oil sources for the fiscal year ending
June 30 1890 were StC3SC3080o5 and
tbe total expenditures for tbe same
period were 35861858452 Tne postal
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receipts hnve not heretofore been in-

cluded
¬

in the statement of these aggre-
gates

¬

and for the purpose ot comparison
the sum of Sl0Ss20jr JJ Iould be de-
ducted

¬

from both sides of the account
Ihe sureties for the vear including the
amount applied to the sinking fund
was 10340i 03 The receipts for
IS90 were SIK030U 3 70 uud the expen-
ditures

¬

137311671 iu excess ot those ot
18 U The custom receipts Increased
So833812S3 and the receipts from iu-

ternal revenue SII 7251JlSO while on
the side of expenditures thut for pen-
sions

¬

was 11312075 iu excess of thut
preceding yeur

The treasury statement for the cur ¬

rent tlscnl year partly actual and partly
estimate is as follows Kecelpts from
all sourtas S40COCO000 total expendi-
tures

¬

S33i000000 lenving a surplus ot-
SS2000000 Not taking tbe postal re-

ceipts
¬

mto account on either side tha
loss of revenue from customs for the last
quarter is estimated at S230000 0-

Krom this is deducted a gain of about
SIC000000 realized dunug the firs four
mouths of the year

For the > carlSU2 the total estimated
receipts are S373000000 and ihe e ti
muted expenditures S337S5220942
leaving an estimated surplus ot 15147-
7U05S which with u cash balance of-

S52000000 at the beguiling of the vear
will give t 714771103S ns the um-
iiviiiublo for the redemption of out-
standing

¬

bonds or other purposes 110
estimates of receipts and epeu litures-
lor the puslolllce department being equui
tire not included iu this statement uu
either side

rURCIl ISE OF SILVER

The net directing the purchase ot
silver bullion and the i < sue of treasury
notes thereon upprnved June 11 lb
has been administered by the secretary
ofJbe treusiiry with mi earnest purpose
to get into circulation by the earliest
possible dixte the full monthly amounts
of treasury notes completed by its pro-
visions

¬

and at the smile time to give to
the market for silver bullion such sup-

port
¬

as the law contemplates The re-

cent
¬

depreciation lu the price of silver
has beeti observed Ihe rapid rise in
price which Ttiticipnted und tollowed thu
passage of the net was influenced in u
degree by speculation aud tho recent
reaction is in part the result of the simo
cause and in purl the result of the recent
mciuotury disturbance bonio mouths of
further trial will be iecessury to deter-
mine

¬

thu permuneiit effect of the recent
legislation upon silver values but It n
gratifying to know that the increased
circulation secured by the act has cx-

erte 1 and will continue to exert u more
bcneiicial iullueiico upou btisluess anil
upon general vames

While it has not been thought best to
renew formally the suggestion of uu in-

ternational
¬

conference loukiug to an
agreement touching the full use of stiver
for coinage ut u uniform ratio care has
been taken to observe closely uny change
in the situation abroad and no favorable
opportunity will be lou to promote a re-

sult
¬

which It is coulidently believed
would confer very largo beuetlts upon thu-

eorameice ot the world Ihe recent
monetary disturbances In England uro
not unlikely to suggest uu exchaugo of
opinion upon this subject Our very
large sujiply of gold will if not lost by
Impulsive legislation In taa supposed In-

terest
¬

of silver give us u portion ot ad-

vautuge iu promoting n permanent and
safe

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT

for the free use of silver as a coin metal
The efforts or the secretary to lucreasu
the volume of money in circulation by
keeping down the treu ury surplus to tho
lowest practicable limit h avo been unre-

mitting
¬

und iu ti very high degree suc-

cessful
¬

Ihe tables pretented by him
showing the incrense of money In circu-

lation
¬

during the last two ileoades and
especially the table showing tho iticreiisii
during the uSiieteen months hu has ad-

ministered
¬

thenffeirsuf tho department
are interesting and nstructive Tho
increase of money iu circulation durlnK-
tho nineteen mouths has beeu in aggre-
gate

¬

S93SGtS813 or about 150 per cap-

ita
¬

and of this increase only 67100000-
wus due to the recent llver legislation
That this substantial nud neeJed aid
given to commerce resulted tu uu enor-

mous
¬

reduction of the public deLt of tho
annual interest chargu is a mutter ot
increased satisfaction There have been
nunbased and redeemed siuce March 4

18834 and ilu pr cent bonds to thu
amount of S2l i832430 at a cost of
8216620741 resulting in a reduction o

the unuuul luterest charge of S8 J67-

G03 and u totul uvius of interest ot-

S51570700
INTERNAL REVENUE

I notice with great pleasure the state-
ment

¬

of the secretary that the receipts
from the internal revenue have iucreused
during the lust fiscal year neurly S127

000000 aud that the cost of collectmj
this lnrger revenue was less by iJ0O17
than for the some purpose in the pre ¬

ceding year The perceutuge of tOJt of
collecting the customs revenue wus less
for the last fiscal year than ever before
The customs udmiuistratiou board pro-

vided
¬

by uct of June 10 1830 was se-

lected
¬

with great cure and is composed lu
part of men whose previous experience in
the administration of tbe old customs
regulations had made them familiar
with the evils to be remedied aud in
part or men whose legal aud judical ac-

quirements
¬

aud experience seemed to Ut

them for the work or interpreting and
applying the new statute The chief
aim of the law is to secure honest valua-
tions

¬

of nil dutiable merchaudiss aud to-

muke the valuations uuifonn at utl porta-

of entry It had beeu made maultest by-

a congressional luvestigatlou that a sys-

tem
¬

of undervaluation hud beeu long in
of importers re-

sulting
¬use bv certain clusses

not only Iu u great loss ot rev-

enue
¬

but in n most intolerable discrimi-
nation

¬

against honesty It is not seen
how this legislation when it Is under-
stood

¬

can be regarded by citizens of uny-

countrf having commercial dealings
with the United States as unfriendly It
any duly is supposed to be excessive let
the complaint be lodged there It will
surely not be claimed by any well dis-

posed
¬

people that a romtAly may ba
sought and allowed in a system ot quasi
smuggling

WAR

The report of the secretary ot war ex-

hibits
¬

several gratifying resultsnttalned
during the year by wise and unostenta-
tious

¬

methods The rerceutage of de-

sertions
¬

from the army an evil for
which both congress and the deportment
hare long been seeking a remedy nui
been reduced during the pastjrear 24 per-

cent and for the months of August and
September during which time the ta-

Toraula effects ot tha act ot June 16 vera
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